Area of Trapezium
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Good features in this lesson
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e Lesson started with a song (Smile) — a nice way to settle the children down, and
didn’t take too much lesson time.
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e Silent thinking set the scene for the lesson topic and related to the value of
helping (ie if we can get the formula we can help the farmer)
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e Children had prepared their shapes before the lesson, which enabled them to settle
down quickly to the active task of cutting and re-arranging
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e Emphasis was on the children doing the thinking, eg through questions such as
“Do you think the area of the shape has changed?”
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e Teacher encouraged children to use silent thinking to use their inner computers as
a tool to recall the rectangle area formula
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e Good example of values talk: “Whether it is a big or small rectangle, we still use
the same formula — ie this formula is Truth that doesn’t change. Some things
about us should never change (e.g. as Chinese people we should love our country
forever).
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e Teacher re-worded the problem: “Can you help the farmer?”

o KIFEHmMT L MAM: “ArRaeFHIHRRIAMAD? 7

e It was a nice activity to act out the explanation to the farmer about how he could
find the area of his field, making sure he understood.
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e Good example of Educare Groupwork talk: Teacher asked children to tell how
they thought they had worked in the group, and whether anyone came across a
problem of not helping. Teacher reminded them that, “A single person is not very
strong but if we work together we can be strong.”
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Good example of co-operation in pairs — one child to write and the other to read.
This means that everyone feels, “I have a purpose”.
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Teacher asked children to pose their own problems related to environmental
protection by using the formula for area.
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When the children read out their own problems the teacher explored their values
talk more deeply by asking questions such as, “Why did you choose the topic of
planting trees?”
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Silent thinking was used at the end to reflect on what they had learned: not only
knowledge, but also values messages (how to help each other, how to protect the
environment)
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Suggestions
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How do you think the teacher could have introduced deeper “Educare
Groupwork” talk — before, during and after the groupwork reporting?
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